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ashamed to enrich themselves by selling their daughters t6
persons old enough to be their fathers or grandfathers*
Thus the community commits a double sin. An educated
young man is open to the highest bidder for his hand, and
needy parents are open to negotiate the sale of their
daughters, hardly out of their teens, to the oldest men
(sometimes educated) who are prepared to pay the highest
price. The only consolation that Sarasvat community may
derive, if it wishes to, and if it would postpone a dealing
with the reform under some excuse or other, is that there
are other castes too that are not free from the same evil.
The difference, if any, would be that of degree. But if the
Sarasvat community would lead the reform, it will disdain
to seek the doubtful refuge of the tu quoque and will, now
that the evil has been exposed, set about ridding itself of
the double sin.
Toung India, 6-10-*27

27
THE RUNNING SORE
A Maheshvari young man from Sholapur, referring to
the question of marriages of child girls with old men,
writes:
" Domestic life in our Maheshvari community has really fallen
upon evil times. Hundreds of decrepit old men in our community
every year secure child girls by a lavish expenditure of money to
satisfy their lust. As a result our community is fast becoming a
sink of depravity and corruption. Child marriages and ill-matched
unions have become the order of the day. It is vain to expect such
a community, in which domestic life has fallen into such corrup-
tion and decay, to produce sons worthy of the country. Unless
something is done in time, its future is dark indeed.
" An agitation to cope with this evil has been set on foot by
about a dozen young men of this place who have formed them-
selves into a society for the prevention of child marriages an<J
ill-matched unions. We propose to offer satyagraha on the occasion
of every ceremony in connection with such undesirable marriages^
and feel sure that such action will not fail to prove effective. You
know the various rites and ceremonies in connection with